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Week Ending Friday, April 21, 2000

Statement on Congressional Action
on Africa and Caribbean Basin Trade
Legislation
April 14, 2000

The bipartisan agreement reached by the
House and Senate on the Africa and Carib-
bean Basin trade legislation is a major step
toward enactment of these historic initiatives.
This bill is a win-win proposition for the
United States and our friends in Africa and
the Caribbean Basin. It will boost invest-
ment, economic growth, and job creation in
these countries, while improving the global
competitive position of our own textile indus-
try. It will help promote economic reform,
reduce poverty, and broaden participation in
the benefits of the global economy. I con-
gratulate congressional leaders from both
parties who worked hard to reach this agree-
ment. I urge Congress to complete the re-
maining work on the bill rapidly so that final
approval can occur during the first week after
its Easter recess.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Statement on National Youth Service
Day
April 14, 2000

This weekend, as we celebrate the 12th
annual National Youth Service Day, I want
to recognize the millions of young Americans
across the country who give to their commu-
nities day in and day out. They are rebuilding
our Nation’s schools and neighborhoods and
sparking a new spirit of civic engagement.
And they know that service is not the work
of just a single day; it is the work of a lifetime.

In recent months we’ve had too many trag-
ic reminders that young people pay the price
when bonds of community and responsibility
become frayed. But we should also remem-
ber that our children are our greatest re-

source and that, if we are to build a stronger,
safer Nation, we should begin by empow-
ering young people to make a difference.
That’s why I am so proud of the young citi-
zens who have served in AmeriCorps. And
that’s why I am so proud of the many con-
tributions that so many of our youth are mak-
ing on this special day. Through the leader-
ship of young Americans, all of us—whatever
our age—can help keep alive our sense of
opportunity, responsibility, and community.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7294—National Recall
Round-Up Day, 2000
April 14, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every year, the Consumer Product Safety

Commission (CPSC) researches the safety of
more than 15,000 types of products used by
the American people and secures the recall
of defective or potentially dangerous prod-
ucts. Last year alone, the CPSC negotiated
almost 300 recalls involving more than 74
million individual consumer products that
presented a significant risk to the public. De-
spite these recalls and additional safety alerts
issued by the CPSC, many consumers are
still using products that may seriously injure
or even kill them or their children, and peo-
ple are still able to purchase these products
at flea markets, secondhand stores, and ga-
rage or yard sales.

The CPSC estimates that some 29 million
Americans will suffer injuries involving con-
sumer products this year, and 22,000 will lose
their lives. To reduce these tragic statistics,
the CPSC is working to increase public
awareness of recalled products and to ensure
that such potentially hazardous products are



840 Apr. 14 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

removed from people’s homes. As a vital part
of this effort, the CPSC is conducting the
fourth annual Recall Round-Up Campaign
this year in partnership with the U.S. Postal
Service. With the cooperation and active in-
volvement of State and local officials, health
and safety organizations, the media, and
community groups, this innovative public
safety campaign will sponsor activities in
communities across the Nation to publicize
the products that have been recalled, to en-
courage Americans to repair, return, or de-
stroy any recalled products that may still be
in their homes or businesses, and to urge
them to stay alert and informed about such
products when purchasing secondhand
items.

This year’s Recall Round-Up will focus on
a number of previously recalled consumer
products that pose a threat to children in par-
ticular, including certain infant car seats;
swimming pool dive sticks that can cause im-
palement injuries to young children; tele-
vision carts that can tip over; tubular metal
cribs that can entrap children; and old cribs,
hair dryers, and children’s drawstring jackets
that fail to meet the most current safety
standards. Last year’s campaign succeeded in
reaching some 55 million consumers; this
year, with the assistance of the U.S. Postal
Service, the CPSC hopes to reach millions
more—especially parents and child care pro-
viders—with these lifesaving messages.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 18, 2000,
as National Recall Round-Up Day. I call
upon all Americans to observe this day by
working with safety, health, and consumer
agencies and other appropriate community
organizations to organize and conduct local
round-ups of dangerous and defective con-
sumer products and to warn parents, child
care providers, and the general public about
the hazards of using recalled consumer prod-
ucts.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the

Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 19, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 20. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Remarks at a Dinner for
Representative John Lewis
in Atlanta, Georgia
April 14, 2000

Thank you very much. Thank you, ladies
and gentlemen, for that wonderful welcome.
I want you to know what I’ve been thinking,
sitting over here. I’m sitting here thinking
to myself, now that Reverend Lewis has
preached—[laughter]—and Sister Battle has
sung—[laughter]—there’s nothing left for
me to do but pass the plate, and that’s already
been done. The invitation was issued in ad-
vance; I’m just preaching to the saved.
[Laughter]

Let me say to all of you how profoundly
grateful I am to be here, to be joined by
John and Lillian and John Miles and the
whole Lewis family; Governor and Mrs.
Barnes; Mayor and Mrs. Campbell; Con-
gressman Bishop; former Congressman
Buddy Darden and Lillian. And I want to
thank Brock Peters; he’s been a great master
of ceremonies. And Reverend Belin also sang
us a pretty good prayer, didn’t he? [Applause]
I thought he was great.

I want to congratulate Ray Strother on that
beautiful, beautiful film. He did a wonderful
job, and I thank him.

You know, John was up here talking about
being 60 years old, and I was thinking about
the first time I met him, when I was just
a young man back in the seventies, held no
office, wanted to get elected to something
in my State, and was interested in helping
a fellow from Georgia named Carter get
elected President. And I remember John
talking to me about all these stories we saw
in the movie. Twenty-five years ago, my eyes
were big. I thought one of the reasons I liked


